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Executive Summary

During a recent discussion about graduation
rates with the University of Alabama Board of Trus-
tees, a question was raised about different ways to
measure time to degree. It was suggested that, in
addition to the elapsed time to degree—or total time,
in calendar years, between initial enrollment and
subsequent degree attainment—the actual number of
semesters enrolled and credits taken would provide a
better understanding of costs associated with Bache-
lor's degree completion at the three campuses of the
University of Alabama System. Trustees were also
interested in:

e The time to degree for different race/ethnicity
groups as well as for Pell recipients;

e The impact of a change of major on the path
to degree completion; and

o Efforts by the campuses to inform students
and parents about the effect of a change of
major on the time to degree completion.

Following up on this discussion, the University
of Alabama System Office of Academic and Student
Affairs requested data on time to degree—including
the elapsed time to degree, the number of fall and
spring semesters enrolled, the number of attempted
hours, and the number of earned hours—from each
of the campuses.

Unlike more commonly used measures of
student success in college—such as four-year or six-
year graduation rates,' which are based on tracking
first-time freshmen fall cohorts to estimate the share
of first-time freshmen who graduated—the analysis
presented here starts with conferred degrees, which
are then matched with records from the semesters of
matriculation for graduating students. Degrees from
the 2017-18, 2018-19, and 2019-20 academic years
are included in this report. Only those graduates who
started as first-time freshmen are included here, 2
hence data in this report do not show the number of
graduates at each campus. Only the earliest Bache-
lor's degrees were included for each student. For ex-
ample, if a student completed one degree in fall of
2018 and another degree in spring of 2019, only the
fall 2018 degree is considered here. The analysis is
conducted at a student level. If a student completed

! For information about six-year graduation rates at the
UAS institutions, see the Six-year Graduation dashboard.
2 For information about degrees conferred at the UAS insti-
tutions (including degrees conferred to transfer students)
during this period of time, see the Completions dashboard.

more than one degree or had more than one major
associated with her degree, only one student record
is included. 16,325 Bachelor’s degree recipients from
UA, 3,719 from UAB, and 2,044 from UAH are in-
cluded in the analysis.?

Time to Degree Snapshot

The report shows that 71% of UA graduates,
59% of UAB graduates, and 57% of UAH graduates
completed their degrees within four calendar years;
93% of UA graduates, 83% of UAB graduates, and
85% of UAH graduates completed their degrees with-
in five calendar years (see Table 1.1 ). When time to
degree is measured in actual semesters of enroll-
ment, 74% of UA graduates, 63% of UAB graduates,
and 58% of UAH graduates completed their degrees
within eight fall and spring semesters of enroliment;
95% of UA graduates, 88% of UAB graduates, and
88% of UAH graduates completed their degrees with-
in 10 semesters of enrollment (see Table 2.1). Data
by academic year show that, for the past three aca-
demic years, the share of graduates who completed
their degrees within four elapsed years or within eight
or less semesters of enrollment had been increasing
at all three campuses (see Table 1.2 and Table 2.2).

Dropping and Failing Classes

Dropping and failing classes is a significant
contributor to time to degree. For example, Graph
3.2 and Graph 3.3 illustrate that for a relatively small
group of students who took 13 or more fall and spring
semesters to graduate (187 graduates [1%] at UA,
161 graduates [4%] at UAB, and 101 graduates [5%]
at UAH, see Table 2.1), the median number of at-
tempted hours is significantly higher than the median
number of earned hours (190 attempted hours and
128 earned hours at UA; 181 attempted hours and
138 earned hours at UAB, and 180 attempted hours
and 144 earned hours at UAH).

The analysis shows that three out of four
measures of time to degree considered here—i.e.
elapsed time to degree, actual number of fall and
spring semesters of enroliment, and the number of
attempted hours—correlate with academic perfor-

3 For the purposes of the analysis of student migration
from one college to another, student degrees are
weighted. If a student completed one degree and had one
major, the weight is 1; if a student completed two degrees
or had two maijors, the weight for each degree/major rec-
ord is 0.50; and if a student completed three degrees or
had three majors, the weight is 0.33. Weights are used so
that several degree records associated with one student
would add up to one.
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mance (see, for example, average high school grade
point averages, ACT Composite scores, and cumula-
tive college grade point averages by the number of
attempted hours in Graph 3.4, Graph 3.5, and
Graph 3.6). However, the association between the
number of earned hours and academic achievement
indicators was less pronounced (see Graph 3.7,
Graph 3.8 and Graph 3.9).

Gender, Race/Ethnicity, Pell Status, Residency

As shown in the report, time to degree varies
by gender, by race/ethnicity, by Pell status, and by
residency. Females took less time to graduate (see
Table 1.3), enrolled in fewer fall and spring semes-
ters (see Table 2.3), and attempted and earned few-
er hours (see Table 3.5 and Table 3.6). Compared to
White graduates, Black graduates took longer to
graduate (see Table 1.4 ), enrolled in more fall and
spring semesters (see Table 2.4 ), and attempted
and earned more credit hours (see Table 3.7 and
Table 3.8). Compared to non-Pell students, Pell stu-
dents took longer to graduate, enrolled in more se-
mesters, and attempted more credit hours (see Table
1.5, Table 2.5, Table 3.9). Compared to non-
residents, Alabama residents took longer to gradu-
ate, enrolled in more semesters, and attempted and
earned more credit hours (see Table 1.6, Table 2.6,
Table 3.11, and Table 3.12).

The Impact of Academic Pathways

Time to degree could be influenced by a
pathway a student followed. For example, graduates
who changed their academic discipline or college
took longer to graduate (see, for example, Table 1.7
and Table 1.8). Findings related to a longer time to
completion for students who changed their academic
discipline or college should be considered with cau-
tion, however. Students with lower academic perfor-
mance are more likely to change their academic dis-
cipline and college (see Table 1.9 and Table 1.10).
Hence academic performance might be a primary
factor affecting both change of a discipline/college
and time to degree.

Time to degree is also influenced by college
of graduation. For example, at UA 79% of graduates
in College of Arts and Sciences completed their de-
grees within four years (see Table 4.1), but only 46%
of graduates in College of Nursing completed their
degrees within four years (see Table 4.7). At UAB
73% of graduates in Nursing completed their degrees
within four years (see Table 5.6), but only 45% of
graduates in School of Education completed their
degrees within four years (see Table 5.3). At UAH
62% of graduates in Education and in Science com-
pleted their degrees within four years (see Table 6.3
and Table 6.7), but only 36% of graduates in Nursing
(see Table 6.5) completed their degrees within four
years. Once again, these findings should be consid-
ered with caution since academic performance and

high school characteristics of graduates in each col-
lege might affect time to degree.

General Report Notes

The report provides separate analyses for dif-
ferent measures of time to degree in the sections
Elapsed Time to Degree, Fall and Spring Semes-
ters of Enroliment, and Attempted and Earned In-
stitutional Credits. Following the analysis of differ-
ent measures of time to degree, the report examines
elapsed time to degree by college at graduation for
three campuses—the University of Alabama (UA),
the University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB),
and the University of Alabama in Huntsville
(UAH). A comparison between those graduates who
completed their degree in the same college they
started in and those who migrated from another col-
lege is provided. Finally, the report examines the
most common pathways for those who changed their
college and the effects of those pathways on time to
degree.

To avoid inclusion of personally identifiable in-
formation in this report, high school grade point-
averages, ACT scores, and cumulative GPAs are not
provided for cells with student counts of less than 5.

Transfer Credit Notes

All three measures of time to degree consid-
ered here are affected by the number of AP credits,
transfer credit hours, or institutional hours earned
prior to matriculation. For example, 62% of degree
recipients who started as first-time freshmen at UA
earned hours prior to matriculation through the Uni-
versity of Alabama Early College Program. The me-
dian number of hours earned prior to matriculation at
UA for degree recipients included here was 6 credit
hours with top 25% having 18 or more hours prior to
matriculation. UAB provided information about all
transfer hours that could have been accumulated be-
fore or after matriculation. About 70% of degree re-
cipients who started as first-time freshmen at UAB
had transfer hours. The median number of hours for
all degree recipients included here was 7. Top 25%
of degree recipients earned 18 or more transfer cred-
its. UAH provided information about institutional pre-
matriculation hours and other transfer hours (such as
AP credits). Overall, about 83% of UAH graduates
who started as first-time freshmen had pre-
matriculation, AP, or transfer hours. The median
number of such hours at UAH was 12 and the top
25% of degree recipients had 24 or more transfer,
AP, or pre-matriculation hours. Because students can
apply their AP, transfer, or pre-matriculation hours
towards their degree, it is not uncommon for Bache-
lor's degree recipients to have fewer than 120 institu-
tional hours earned, to graduate within a shorter pe-
riod of time, or to enroll in fewer semesters.
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Elapsed Time to Degree

Elapsed years to degree are calculated based
on the difference between graduation date and the
first day of the matriculation semester.

As shown in Graph 1.1 , the median time to
degree for all three campuses is less than four years
(3.70 at UA, 3.67 at UAB, and 3.70 at UAH). The
middle 50% of UA Bachelor’s degree recipients com-
pleted their degrees within 3.70 to 4.28 calendar
years; the middle 50% of UAB graduates completed
their Bachelor’'s degrees within 3.67 to 4.67 years;
and the middle 50% of UAH Bachelor’s degree recip-
ients completed their degrees within 3.70 to 4.70
years.

Graph 1.1 Elapsed time to degree, five-point sum-
mary
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At UA about 71% of graduates completed
their degrees within four years and 93% completed
their degrees within five years (see Table 1.1 ). At
UAB 59% of graduates completed their degrees with-
in four years and 83% completed their degrees within
five years. At UAH 57% of graduates completed their
degrees within four years and 85% completed their
degrees within five years.

Table 1.1 Elapsed time (years) to degree by campus

LIA

" 0 #
| Fowrorless years 10574 7196 2205 H9o6 1,162
2.401-500 years 355 2% B85 Mo W6 2%
133
a3

3501 -6.00 years 612 | 4% | 288 | 8%
d Morefhansie years | 50 1% M 9o%

Data by academic year show that, for the past
three academic years, the share of graduates who
completed their degrees within four years had been
increasing at all three campuses (see Table 1.2). At
UA the share of graduates who completed their de-
grees within four years was 69% in 2017-18, 71% in
2018-19, and 72% in 2019-20. At UAB the share of
graduates who completed their degrees within four
years was 55% in 2017-18, 56% in 2018-19, and
66% in 2019-20. At UAH, the share of graduates who
completed their degrees within four years was 48% in
2017-18, 59% in 2018-19, and 61% in 2019-20. The
share of those who completed their degrees within
five years was 92% in 2017-18, 93% in 2018-19, and
94% in 2019-20 at UA; 81% in 2017-18; 83% in
2018-19, and 85% in 2019-20 at UAB; 78% in 2017-
18, 85% in 2018-19, and 89% in 2019-20 at UAH.

Table 1.2 Elapsed time to degree by academic year
by campus

201819

#%
1. Four or less years 3581 | &9% 3795 | Ti%
2401 -500 years 1060 2o 1177 2%
3.501-6.00 years 230 4% 197 4% 185 | 3%

4 Morethansix years | 2 496 e | 3% 174 1%
201718

21819

# %% # 05 :
1. Four or less years B0 | % | 672 0 W% BT 6BE%%
2.4.01-500 years 2 x% M Ao | M9 | 19%

3.501-6.00 years M | 9% ] 8% a3 6%
4 Morethansieyeas | 119 0% 103 9% " 9%
UAH 2017-18 201819 %20

# %% # %% # %
1. Four or less years M0 4% M7 Mee 39 61%
2401 -500 years 1w 3w 1.y Mo 2 A%
3.501-600 years 50 9% 3 6% 45 5%
4 More than six years | 17 1356 | 6 904 50 6%

Graph 1.2 Mean high school GPAs by elapsed time
to degree
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Completing a Bachelor’s degree within a
longer period of time is associated with lower high
school grades and ACT scores (see Graph 1.2 and
Graph 1.3 ). For example, the average high school
GPA of students who completed their degrees within
four years was 3.82 at UA, 3.89 at UAB, and 3.96 at
UAH. At the same time, the average high school
GPA of those students who completed their degrees
within more than six years was 3.30 at UA, 3.32 at
UAB, and 3.35 at UAH. The average ACT scores of
those who completed their degrees within four years
were 27 at UA, 28 at UAB, and 29 at UAH. The aver-
age ACT score of those who completed their degrees
within more than six years was 24 at all three institu-
tions.

Graph 1.3 Mean ACT scores by elapsed time to de-
gree
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Graph 1.4 Mean Cumulative GPA by Years to De-
gree
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Consistently with high school grades and ACT
scores, a higher cumulative GPA is associated with a
shorter time to degree. Students who graduated with-
in four years had, on average, 3.52 cumulative GPA
at UA, 3.54 cumulative GPA at UAB, and 3.51 cumu-
lative GPA at UAH. Those who graduated within
more than six years had, on average, 2.67 cumula-
tive GPA at UA, 2.84 cumulative GPA at UAB, and
2.94 cumulative GPA at UAH (see Graph 1.4).

Table 1.3 Elapsed time to degree by gender

1. Four or less years 7% 63oc | od9% | 5296 elop | B4ob

2400 -500 years 18 2oe | 2% M9 X% MN%
J501-6.00 years Joh | 506 6% 10% | A% | VM
4 Morethansieyears . 2% 5% 7% 12% &% 9%
N 9457  6BsR 2291 144 910 | 11

Females complete their degrees sooner (see
Table 1.3). About 77% of females and 63% of males
at UA; 64% of females and 52% of males at UAB;
and 60% of females and 54% of males at UAH com-
pleted their Bachelor’'s degrees within four years.

Table 1.4 provides median years to degree,
the percentage of graduates who took longer than six
years to graduate, and the number of graduates in
each racial/ethnic group. For some racial/ethnic
groups, the number of graduates is rather small to
make reliable conclusions. For example, with 4.12
median years to degree and 13% of graduates taking
longer than six years to graduate, it appears that
American Indian or Alaska Native graduates at UAH
take longer to graduate. At the same time, the num-
ber of graduates in this group is rather small at UAH
(30); hence these findings should be considered with
caution.

The counts for Black or African American stu-
dents are sufficient for a reliable comparison. Con-
sistently across campuses, Black or African Ameri-
can students took longer to complete their degrees.
The median time to degree for Black or African Amer-
ican students was 4.28 years at UA, 4.31 years at
UAB, and 4.31 at UAH. The percentage or Black or
African American graduates who took longer than 6
years to complete their degree was 10% at UA, 12%
at UAB, and 17% at UAH.

Table 1.4 Elapsed years to degree (median and per-
centage of graduates who took longer than six years
to graduate) by race and by campus

412 13% 3
Agian/Pac 1l 370 4% 208 367 % F75 300 1%

Amer Indian 370 6% AT &7 2% W

Black/Af. Amer. 428 10% 1313 431 12% 810 431 17% 161

Hispanic 300 3o | 708 3% 3% 150 370 8% B3
Momess aben 370 4% M0 367 2% 48 300 4% 5D
Unknown 3 0ee | 43 367 % 30 413 8% M

Twolmoreraces 300 2% MY 367 B% 160 451 169 32
Whits 300 3o 1336 367 9% 2132 370 8% 1,58

Pell status at matriculation is unknown for 69
UA graduates and for 88 UAB graduates who com-
pleted their degrees within more than six years.
Elapsed time to degree by Pell status is provided in
Table 1.5. As can be estimated based on the counts,
the share of graduates with Pell offer at matriculation
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was the greatest at UAB (1,134 or about 31% of
graduates), followed by UAH (383 or 19% of gradu-
ates) and UA (2,308 or 14% of graduates). Non-Pell
students graduate sooner than Pell students. For ex-
ample, 73% of Non-Pell graduates at UA, 65% of
non-Pell graduates at UAB, and 59% of non-Pell
graduates at UAH completed their degrees within
four years. The shares of Pell graduates who com-
pleted their degrees within four years were 60% at
UA, 50% at UAB, and 48% at UAH.

Table 1.5 Elapsed years to degree by Pell status at
matriculation
UAB

Pel MonPel Pe
1. Four or less years 3% | odoe | 65% | 0%  H9% %

2400 -500 years

21% % 2% W% X% M%

3500 -6.00 years Jee | 6% | 6% | 11% | 6% | T%
d Morefhansix years | 2% | 6% 6% B9 8% 11%
N 13948 2308 2497 113 16861 | 33

As shown in Table 1.6, non-resident students
graduate sooner. 77% of non-resident graduates at
UA, 77% at UAB, and 72% at UAH completed their
degrees within four years. The share of Alabama res-
idents who completed their degrees within four years
was 61% at UA, 56% at UAB, and 51% at UAH.

Graduation rates of resident and non-
residents are consistent with this observation of
shorter time to degree for non-residents. For exam-
ple, at UA four year graduation rates are higher for
out-of-state students, while six year graduation rates
are the same or higher for in-state students, see
Graduation Rates at UA. Non-resident students who
lose their scholarship or do not keep up with their
grades might be more likely to leave than resident
students in the same situation, which is supported by
lower one-year retention rates of non-resident stu-
dents, see Retention Rates at UA.

Table 1.6 Elapsed years to degree by residency

1. Four or less years 7% | 61% 7% | %%  72%  51%

2400 -500 years 9% % | 1% 25% | 2%  30%
3.501-6.00 years % | 6% | 3% 9% 2% | 0%
d Morefhanse years | 2% | 6% 3% 1% 5% 11%
M 10263 6062 612 3107 | 531 1513

Change of major leads to a longer time to
completion. For the purposes of the analysis pre-
sented here, a student’s CIP code and college at ma-
triculation and at graduation are compared. (For
more information about CIP code, see the Classifica-
tion of Instructional Programs at the National Center
for Education Statistics.)

Table 1.7 Elapsed years to degree by change of two-
digit CIP code (based on weighted data)
UAB UAH

¢ Same Change Same Change Same

1. Four or less years 67%  T4% 3% T2% 4% | 4%
2.401-500 years % M% | % 19% | % | A%
3501-6.00 years 4o | 3% | %% 5% | 8% | 5%
4 More thansie years . 5% 2% 0 12% 0 4% 16% 5%
N 7626  BE% 2350 1369 TH | 1263

Graduates who changed their two-digit CIP
code were less likely to complete their degrees within
four years (see Table 1.7). The difference is more
substantial at UAB and at UAH than at UA. For grad-
uates who did not change their CIP codes, the
shares of those who completed their degrees within
four years were 74% at UA, 72% at UAB, and 64% at
UAH. For graduates who changed their CIP codes,
the shares of those who completed their degrees
within four years were 67% at UA, 52% at UAB, and
45% at UAH.

Based on the counts in Table 1.8, about 64%
(10,455) of graduates at UA, 58% (2,148) of gradu-
ates at UAB, and 70% (1,434) of graduates at UAH
remained within the same college at matriculation
and at graduation. As can be expected, those who
changed their college took longer to complete their
degrees (see Table 1.8).

Table 1.8 Elapsed years to degree by change of col-
lege (based on weighted data)
UAB UAH

e Same Change Same Change Same

1. Four or less years v Th%  M%  60%  42% | Bi%

2.4.01- 5.00 years H% A% | 5% 23%  B% | A%

3501-6.00 years % 0 3% 9% 7% | 9% 6%
4 More thanse years . 5% 0 2% 0 19% 0 5% 179 6%
N 5870 | 10455 1571 | 2148 | o10 | 143

The findings related to a longer time to com-
pletion for students who changed their CIPC or col-
lege should be considered with caution, however.
Data in Table 1.9 and in Table 1.10 suggest that
students with lower academic performance are more
likely to change their CIPC and college. Hence aca-
demic performance might be a primary factor affect-
ing both change of CIPC/college and the elapsed
time to degree.

Table 1.9 HS GPA, ACT Composite, and Cumulative
GPA by change of two-digit CIP Code (based on
weighted data)

UAB UAH
g 5 e Same Change Same
HS GPA {Mean) el 379 | 1e8 383 17 39
ALCT {Mean) i & % 28 a 28

Cumulafive GPA (Mean)) 330 | 340 328 34 3% | 339
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Table 1.10 HS GPA, ACT Composite, and Cumula-
tive GPA by change of college (based on weighted
data)

AR UAH
Same Change Same Change Same
HS GPA (Mean) je2 | 380 | 3e6 379 | 388 3%
ACT (Mean) P n i 28 % 28

Cumulafive GPA (Mean) 325 344 32 14 323 1M

Table 1.11 Elapsed years to degree by change of
college, controlling for high school GPA (based on
weighted data)

LUAB LUAH

Change Same Change Same Change Same

High school GPA 4.00 or higher

1. Four or less years Thoe | B2o6 | T2% | Bwe  61% 0 TT%

2,400 -500 years 7o | 15% | 18% 1336 | 32% | 19%
3.5.01-56.00 years % 0 2% 4% | 3% | 5% 3%
d Morsthansimyears 2% 1% 5% 1% 2% 1%
M 1565 | 4102 | 4% 869 0 161 | 6%

High school GPA 3.50 to 3.99

1. Four or less years Bloe | Teoe Mo | % 4T %
2.400-5.00 years Mop | 199 o | %6 3% 3%

3.501-6.00 years % | 3% | 9% | 6% | T% | 6%
d Morsthan s years . 396 2% 1196 49%  9%% | 5%
M 1916 3581 | 619 | 789 23 | 4

High school GPA 3.00 to 3.49

1. Four or less years % 67% 3% M N M%
2.400-5.00 years Mee | B/ 3% | Bee | o Mo

3.501-6.00 years 6% | 5% | 12% 4% | 16% @ 12%
d Morsthansiyears 7% 3% 20%6 7% M%  12%
M 150 192 33 B0 1% | 1.6

High school GPA less than 3.00 or not reported

1. Four or less years A% | 539 | 16% | 7% 18%  d0%
2.400-5.00 years ¥or | 3ee | 1% | 39oe | Mo 19%

3.501-6.00 years 11% 6% | 193  13% | 8% @ 10%
4 Morsthan s years | 1296 996 450¢ 1996 B0%e 0 M%
M a1 830 | 189 161 101 W

Data in Table 1.11 show that even after con-
trol for high school grades, students who changed
their college took longer to graduate. The differences
in the shares of students who graduated within four
years diminished once high school grades were con-
trolled for. For example, based on Table 1.8, at UA
75% of students who did not change their college
and 64% of students who changed their college
graduated within four years. Hence, the share of stu-
dents who graduated within four years was 11%
greater among those who did not change their col-
lege. Based on data in Table 1.11, at UA the share of
students who graduated within four years was only
4% (82% versus 78%) greater for students who did
not change their college, if these students had high
school GPA of 4.00 or greater; 8% greater (76% ver-
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sus 68%) for those who did not change their college
if their high school GPA was 3.50 to 3.99; 10%
greater (67% versus 57%) for those who had a high
school GPA of 3.00 to 3.49; and 12% greater (53%
versus 41%) for those with a high school GPA of less
than 3.00 or those for whom high school information
was missing. Overall, the differences in shares of
graduates who completed their degrees within four
years were smaller once high school GPA was con-
trolled for, with the exception of the group of students
whose high school GPA was less than 3.00 or not
reported. At UAB and UAH differences in elapsed
time to degree between those who changed and did
not change their college also diminished once high
school grades were controlled for. But while at UA
the effect of change of college is stronger if a stu-
dent’s high school GPA is lower, this is not neces-
sarily the case at UAB or UAH.

About 12% of students at UA (2,000 out of
16,325; see Table 1.12) and 6% of students at UAB
(210 out of 3,719) and at UAH (125 out of 2,044)
pursued more than one major or more than one de-
gree. Interestingly, having more than one major or
more than one degree was not associated with long-
er elapsed time to completion. At UA those who had
more than one degree or major had a greater likeli-
hood of graduating on time (see Table 1.12). This
observation might be at least partially attributed to
the fact that those students who pursued multiple de-
grees or majors were also higher academic achiev-
ers, i.e. had higher high school grades, ACT Compo-
site scores, and cumulative grade point averages
(see Table 1.13).

Table 1.12 Elapsed years to degree by having more
than one major or more than one degree

1. Four or less years 8ee | 0% | M9 | S99 M% | %

2.4.01-5.00 years M 23% 3%  23%  M%  2%

3.501-6.00 years 2% 4% 9% B%e 0 9% 6%
4 More fhansoe years | 19 | 4% 0 3% | 10% | 6% @ 9%
N 2000 143255 M0 | 358 | 125 | 1919

Table 1.13 HS GPA, ACT Composite, and Cumula-
tive GPA by more than one major or more than one
degree

HS GPA (Mean) 3837 38 373 ) 38 ) 383

ACT (Mean) ] i 28 a P ki
Cumulafive GPA (Mean) 385 | 333 0 361 333 | 3% 332
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Fall and Spring Semesters of Enroliment

Graph 2.1 Number of fall and spring semesters of
enrollment and number of fall and spring semesters
of full-time enrollment, five-point summary
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UAB, FT 5 7 8 8 10
UAH 6 8 8 9 12
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Not surprisingly, the number of fall and spring
semesters of actual enroliment corresponds to a
slightly shorter time span than the elapsed time de-
scribed earlier. For example, based on fall and spring
semesters of enrollment, at UA 5% of graduates
completed their degree within less than 3 years (6
semesters, see Graph 2.1), yet the elapsed time to
degree for the fifth percentile is more than 3 years
(3.28, see Graph 1.1 ). Based on fall and spring se-
mesters of semesters of enrollment, 95" percentile at
UA corresponds to less than 5 years to completion
(10 semesters, see Graph 2.1), yet based on the
elapsed time, 96" percentile corresponds to more
than 5 years (5.69, see Graph 1.1 ). 25" percentile,
the median, and 75™ percentile are consistent for
both measures of time-to-degree thus suggesting
that most students at UA do not take semesters off or
stop out.

For UAB the 5™, 25™" percentiles, and the me-
dian for semesters of enroliment in Graph 2.1 are
consistent with the elapsed time to degree in Graph
1.1. 3.29 years are consistent with 7 semesters of
enrollment and 3.67 years to degree—25 percentile
and the median—correspond to 8 semesters of en-
roliment. 4.67 years—75" percentile based on
elapsed years to degree—correspond to 10 as op-
posed to 9 semesters of enrollment. 95" percentile

for semesters of enroliment (12; less than 6 years) is
significantly smaller than the 95™ percentile for the
elapsed time to degree (7.71 years).

The 5", 25" percentiles and the median for
elapsed time to degree at UAH—2.70, 3.70, and 3.70
(see Graph 1.1 —are consistent with the same
measures for the number of fall and spring semesters
of enroliment—®6, 8, and 8 (see Graph 2.1). The 75"
percentile is 4.70—corresponding to 10 semesters—
in elapsed years and 9 in the number of semesters
of enrollment. The 95" percentile is 7.71—16 semes-
ters—in elapsed years and 12—less than 6 years—in
fall and spring semesters of enrollment.

A comparison between the number of semesters of

enrollment and the number of semesters of full-time
enroliment (see Graph 2.1) suggests that part-time

enrolliment is more prevalent at UAB than at UAH or
at UA.

Shares of graduates who completed their de-
grees within four years of actual enrollment (8 or less
fall and spring semesters), 5 years of actual enroll-
ment (9-10 fall and spring semesters), 6 years (11-12
semesters), and more than 6 years (13 or more se-
mesters) are provided in Table 2.1. Comparison of
the elapsed time to degree in Table 1.1 and actual
semesters of enrollment in Table 2.1 illustrates how
stop out affects timely degree completion. For exam-
ple about 3% of graduates at UA (74% as compared
to 71%); 4% at UAB (63% as compared to 59%); and
1% of graduates at UAH (58% as opposed to 57%)
did not complete their degrees within four elapsed
years, but completed their degrees within eight se-
mesters of actual enrollment.

Table 2.1 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
roliment by campus

1.8orlesscemesters 12080 749 2329 03% 1192 H%

2 910 semestzrs 359 Mo 0 Xewe S %
3 112 semesters e 3ee 9 Bee s | 7%
413 or more semesters. 187 1% 161 dog 101 fog

Data by academic year show that, for the past
three academic years, the shares of students who
completed their degrees within fewer semesters of
enrollment increased at all three campuses (see Ta-
ble 2.2). At UA the shares of graduates who com-
pleted their degrees within eight or less fall and
spring semesters of enrollment were 72% in 2017-18,
74% in 2018-19, and 75% in 2019-20. At UAB the
shares of graduates who completed their degrees
within eight or less fall and spring semesters of en-
rollment were 59% in 2017-18, 60% in 2018-19, and
69% in 2019-20. At UAH, the shares of graduates
who completed their degrees within eight or less fall
and spring semesters of enrollment were 50% in
2017-18, 60% in 2018-19, and 63% in 2019-20. The
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shares of those who completed their degrees within
ten or less fall and spring semesters of enroliment
were 94% in 2017-18, 96% in 2018-19, and 96% in
2019-20 at UA; 86% in 2017-18; 88% in 2018-19,
and 89% in 2019-20 at UAB; 82% in 2017-18, 88% in
2018-19, and 91% in 2019-20 at UAH.

Table 2.2 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
rollment by academic year by campus

2018-19

= % = %

2718

1 Borlesssemesiers | 3733 7290 3965 Tio 4382 TR
2. 10 semesiers 1,051 | 2% 115 M 1223 M%
3. 1-12 semesters 222 4% TE ) e 1 3%
413 or more semestere. 69 1% T 1% 61 1%

1 8orlesssemesters | 702 | 5006 0 713 ) 6096 914 9%

2. %10 semesiers I O 3 MW M A%
3. 11-12 semesiers 112 | 9% 92 8% % 7%
413 or more semesters. 58 3% i) 3% 48 4%
201718 201819 2019-20
# % : %% : %%
1. Borlesssemesters | 278 500 391 600 5 63%
2. %10 semesiers 1 3% | 1 2% M) | B%
3. 11-12 semesiers M flee | 42 6% 46 6%

413 or more semesters. 42 3ot k| 5% s 3%

Aside from actual enrollment in fall and spring
semesters, campuses provided information about the
number of summer semesters of enrollment. 65% of
graduates at UA, 83% of graduates at UAB, and 72%
graduates at UAH enrolled in at least one summer
semester during their studies.

Graph 2.2 Median number of summer semesters of
enroliment by the number of fall and spring semes-
ters of enrollment
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1.8 or less 2.9-10 3 1112 413 or
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# semesters | Med. # Med. # Med. #
1.8orless 1 12,060 2 2,329 1 1,192
2.9-10 1 3,519 2 930 1 605
3.11-12 2 559 2 299 2 146
4,13 or more 3 187 3 161 3 101

The medians of summer semesters of enroll-
ment are summarized by the number of fall and
spring semesters of enroliment in Graph 2.2. The
size of the bubble is determined by the number of
graduates in each group. Overall, the number of
summer semesters of enrollment increases as the
number of fall and spring semesters increases.
Graduates of UAB are more likely to enroll in summer
semesters than graduates of UA or UAH.

Graph 2.3 Mean HS GPA by Fall and Spring Semes-
ters of Enrollment
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Graph 2.4 Mean ACT Composite Scores by Fall and
Spring Semesters of Enroliment
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As has been shown earlier, completing a
Bachelor’s degree within a longer elapsed period of
time is associated with lower high school grades,
ACT scores, and cumulative GPAs (see Graph 1.2,
Graph 1.3, and Graph 1.4). Similar graphs that pro-
vide information about high school and college per-
formance indicators and the number of fall and spring
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semesters of enroliment (Graph 2.3, Graph 2.4, and
Graph 2.5) once again illustrate a strong association
between the number of semesters it takes to com-
plete a Bachelor’'s degree and a student’s academic
performance.

Graph 2.5 Mean Cumulative GPA by Fall and Spring
Semesters of Enrollment

lLEBorles 2.9-10 3.11-12 4,13 or more
SEMESLErS SEMESLENS SEMESLErs SEMESLErs
*Ui LER TR |_|'_"3 -y - |_|i—

As shown in Table 2.3, females are more like-
ly to complete their degrees within eight or less fall
and spring semesters of actual enroliment. The
shares of females who graduated within eight or less
fall and spring semesters of enroliment were 80% at
UA, 67% at UAB, and 61% at UAH. The shares of
males who graduated within eight or less fall and
spring semesters of enroliment were 66% at UA,
55% at UAB, and 56% at UAH.

Table 2.3 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
roliment by gender by campus

1. Borlesssemesters | B0% | 009%  679%  55%  61% 0%

2. %10 semesters 7% 28%  M% /% 2% 3%
3. 11-12 semesters 2% 0 3% | 6% 1% | 6% @ 8%
d 13ormoresemesters 1% 2% 0 3% 6% | 5% | 5%
M 9457 | 6868 2291 1A% S0 114

Table 2.4 Fall and spring semesters of enroliment
(median and percentage of graduates who took
longer than 12 semesters to graduate) by race and
campus

CIRLL
B 3% 37
g 70

Consistent with data on elapsed years to de-
gree by race and campus (see Table 1.4 ), data in
Table 2.4 suggest that Black or African American
students enrolled for more semesters to graduate.
About 4% of Black students at UA, 7% at UAB, and
11% at UAH enrolled for more than 12 semesters to
graduate. The same percentages for White students
were 1% at UA, 4% at UAB, and 4% at UAH.

The number of fall and spring semesters of
enrollment also correlates with Pell status at matricu-
lation (see Table 2.5). 76% of non-Pell students and
64% of Pell students at UA; 68% of non-Pell students
and 53% or Pell students at UAB; 60% of non-Pell
students and 50% of Pell students at UAH graduated
within eight or less semesters of fall and spring en-
roliment.

Table 2.5 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
rollment by Pell offer at matriculation

LA UAB UAH
Non-FPell P MNon-Fell  Pel
1. Borlesssemesters | TH% | 049 | 68% | 53% | 0% 50%
2. %10 zemesers M9 % B% % % X%
3. 11-12 semesters 3o | 6% | 6% 1% | V% | B%

4 Gormoresemesters 1% 2% 3% 3% 5% 6%
N 13948 2308 2497 113 1661 383

Compared to non-residents, Alabama legal
residents enrolled in more fall and spring semesters
to complete their degrees (see Table 2.6). 80% of
non-residents and 64% of residents at UA; 79% of
non-residents and 59% of residents at UAB; 74% of
non-residents and 53% of residents at UAH enrolled
in eight or fewer fall and spring semesters to gradu-
ate.

Table 2.6 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
rollment by Alabama residency

1. 0orlesssemesters B09%  O49%  T9%  M9% T4 5%

2. 10 zemesers 8% | 2/% | 1% @M% | 2% 3%
3. 11-12 semesters 2% | 6% | 3% 9% | 1% 9%
d Gormoresemesters (% 2% 0 1% 5% | 2% 6%
N 10263 6062 612 3107 51 1513

Table 2.7 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
roliment by change of two-digit CIP Code (based on
weighted data)

Amer. |ndizn & ] .
AsanPact 1< 8 | 1% | 209 8 5% 100

JAF Amer, % | 1313 % 810 9 11% 16
Black/At. Ame i Z T‘;E e : ?W 55; S ° . Borlss semesiers | 71% | 76% | 5%  74% | 50%  64%
Hispanic : - o ‘;; s :; :; 7 Si0semese | D% A%  B%  19% 1% | %%
Norves. 2ber e b I 2semesers | 4% | 3% 0% 5% | 10% 6%
U—h:-m”— 8 I?: 41 i "‘LD i:l S i': %4 413 or more cemestzee 296 194 B9 295 fog ing
Twoimore races. 8 e 449 & 3o 160 B 32 N 76% 869 230  1%9 T8 1763
Whie 8 | 1% 13316 8 4% 2132 8 4% 1564
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Consistently with data on elapsed time to de-
gree by change of CIP Code and by change of col-
lege in Table 1.7 and Table 1.8, data in Table 2.7
and Table 2.8 show that change of a discipline or a
college is associated with a greater number of se-
mesters of fall and spring enrollment.

Table 2.8 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
rollment by change of college (based on weighted
data)

LUAB UAH

Change Same Change Same Change Same
o

1. Borless semesters | 0896 | 7700 | 5000 | GBO6 4896 619G

2. %10 semesers 2% 199 X% Mo M% 2%
3. 11-12 semesiers % 0 3% | 109 6% | 10% @ 6%
d lormoresemesiers 2% 1% | 7% 2% 8% 4%
M 5870 10455 1571 | 2145 610 | 14M

As shown in Table 2.9 and consistently with
prior observation about the elapsed time to degree,
having more than one major or more than one de-
gree is associated with fewer semesters of enroll-
ment at UA.

Table 2.9 Number of fall and spring semesters of en-
roliment by more than one major or more than one
degree

1. Borlesssemesters | B1% | 739 609 639  M%  M9%

2 %10 semesters % 2% ¥% 2% M% H%
3. 11-12 semesters 2% | 4% | 7w 8% | 8% 7%
d Formoresemesters 0% 0 1% 2% 4% 4% 5%
M 2000 1435 20 | 3509 125 1919
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Attempted and Earned Institutional Credits

Based on the comparison between attempted
and earned hours, 71% of graduates at UA; 69% of
graduates at UAB; and 64% or graduates at UAH
failed or dropped at least one class during their stud-
ies.

The median number of attempted credits is 4-
8 credits greater than the median number of earned
credits (Graph 3.1). The middle 25% of graduates
attempted 116 to 134 credits and earned 110 to 124
credits at UA; attempted 120 to 142 credits and
earned 116 to 130 credits at UAB; and attempted
117 to 138 credits and earned 114 to 129 credits at
UAH.

Graph 3.1 Attempted and earned institutional credit
hours, five-point summary

180

160 T

Aftempt., Earned, Aftempt., Earned, Attempt, Earned,

UA U UAB UAB UAH UAH
5th 25th . 75th | 95th
Median
perc. | perc. perc. | perc.
Attempt., UA 100 116 124 134 161
Earned, UA 95 110 118 124 139

Attempt., UAB 103 120 129 142 174
Earned, UAB 98 116 121 130 152
Attempt., UAH 89 117 126 138 171
Earned, UAH 80 114 122 129 148

The difference between the number of at-
tempted credits and earned credits is especially pro-
nounced for those who end up enrolling for more fall
and spring semesters, see Graph 3.2 for median at-
tempted credits and Graph 3.3 for median earned
credits by the number of fall and spring semesters of
enrollment. The size of the bubble is determined by
the number of graduates in each group. For example,
a typical graduate who completed a degree within
eight or less semesters of enrollment attempted 121
hours and earned 116 hours at UA; attempted 123
hours and earned 120 hours at UAB; and attempted
121 hours and earned 118 hours at UAH. At the
same time, a typical student who completed a degree

within 13 or more fall and spring semesters of en-
roliment attempted 190 hours and earned 128 hours
at UA; attempted 181 hours and earned 138 hours at
UAB; and attempted 180 hours and earned 144
hours at UAH. Overall, these findings illustrate that a
major contributor to an increased time to degree is
failing or dropping classes.

Graph 3.2 Median attempted hours by the number of
fall and spring semesters of enroliment

oA o UJAB = UAH
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Graph 3.3 Median earned hours by the number of fall
and spring semesters of enroliment
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Att. Earn. Att. Earn. Att. Earn.
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2.9-10 138 122 140 126 134 127

3.11-12 164 128 159 131 153 133
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Attempted hours and earned hours are
grouped in categories in Table 3.1 and Table 3.2.
Once again, these data show that failing or dropping
classes is one of the primary reasons for an in-
creased time to completion.

Table 3.1 Attempted hours by campus

# 0% : o : Yo
1. 120 or less b,145 | W% 81 X% &2 | 3%
2.121-135 bMI | 3% 14 W TE O 3%
3.13%-130 231 Wee TR 1% 33 %
4. 151 or more 196 9% | 618 | 1% | M6 | 13%

Table 3.2 Earned hours by campus

LA

#

10,43 63%

1697 | d% W1 d5%

1120 or less

211-13 4862 e 1383 | Iw | BME 4%
3 136-150 1000 6% | 49  12% A2 | 1%
4151 or maore 214 1% 20 6% i 454

Data by academic year show that, for the past
three academic years, the share of graduates who
attempted 120 or less hours increased at UA and at
UAB (see Table 3.3). The share of graduates who
attempted 135 or less hours increased at all three
campuses. At UA 75% of 2017-18 graduates, 76% of
2018-19 graduates, and 78% of 2019-20 graduates
attempted 135 or less hours. At UAB 59% of 2017-18
graduates, 63% of 2018-19 graduates, and 69% of
2019-20 graduates attempted 135 or less hours. At
UAH 67% of 2017-18 graduates, 72% of 2018-19
graduates, and 73% of 2019-20 graduates attempted
135 or less hours.

Table 3.3 Number of attempted hours by academic
year by campus

1. 120 or less 1AM 3% | 2017 3% | 20 3%
2121135 2000 9. 2083 M9 2W3 %
3.13%6-130 fed | 1% T3 1% T | 13%
4. 151 or more Moo 119 482 e 488 B%

18-20

#
A7 W% MY W IF ) B%

1120 or less

21113 433 B 43 ¥/ 5N 4%
3 136-150 & w2 AW M 1%
4. 151 or maore 2T 1% 08 | 1w 18 1%

1120 or less 191 Mse | N5 3w e 1%
2121-135 12 3% X Mw 3% A%
3 13%-150 100  18% | 9 | 15% 1M | 13%
4. 151 or more B 1% B 13% 0 B 2%

The share of graduates who earned 120 or
less hours increased at UA and at UAB (see Table
3.4). The share of graduates who earned 135 or less
hours increased at all three campuses. At UA 92% of
2017-18 graduates, 92% of 2018-19 graduates, and
93% of 2019-20 graduates earned 135 or less hours.
At UAB 79% of 2017-18 graduates, 83% of 2018-19
graduates, and 86% of 2019-20 graduates earned
135 or less hours. At UAH 82% of 2017-18 gradu-
ates, 87% of 2018-19 graduates, and 88% of 2019-
20 graduates earned 135 or less hours.

Table 3.4 Number of earned hours by academic year
by campus

1120 orless 32 B1% 3338 6% 3749 6%
2121-135 161 3% 1580 3% | 18 M
3 13-150 35 6% WM 6% | 3N 8%
4,151 or mors B4 1% 79 1% | 71 1%
201819 201320
: # % # %
1120 orless 93 0 Mo M7 M% BN 4%
2121-135 My Fe MY 3% M5 %
3 13-150 2 % 1M ) 10% | 133 10%
4,151 or mors BT T 8% 49 A%
UAH 2017-18 2018-19 2013-20
# % # % # %
1120 orless 259 dene 288 M 33 A%
2121-135 A2 ¥ WY A% 3T A%
3 13-150 o 1% ¥ 8% 71 %
4,151 or mors 2 A B A 3 Ang

Graph 3.4 HS GPA by the number of attempted
hours
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Greater number of attempted hours is associ-
ated with lower academic performance (see Graph
3.4, Graph 3.5, and Graph 3.6). This association is
especially pronounced for cumulative GPA (see
Graph 3.6) as students who attempt more hours are
likely to do so because of failing grades.
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Graph 3.5 ACT Composite scores by the number of
attempted hours
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Graph 3.6 Cumulative GPA by the number of at-
tempted hours
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Graph 3.7, Graph 3.8 , and Graph 3.9 show that the
number of earned hours to a degree is not necessari-
ly correlated with a student’s academic performance
indicators.

Graph 3.7 HS GPA by the number of earned hours
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Graph 3.8 ACT Composite scores by the number of
earned hours
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Graph 3.9 Cumulative GPA by the number of earned
hours
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Attempted and earned hours by gender in
Table 3.5 and Table 3.6 show that, compared to
males, females are less likely to attempt or to earn
more hours.

Table 3.5 Attempted hours by gender by campus

1120 orless % B% % 5% % H%
211 -135 3% | % | M W | 1%
313615 13% | 16% | 199  20% | 13% | 18%
A 151 or moes % | 13% | 13% | 199 | 12% @ 1%
N G457 | 6B6R | 21 14| 910 113

Table 3.6 Earned hours by gender by campus

1120 orless B4% | B1% | 46%  46% 40w M%
211 -135 2% % Mo W% MW 2%
313615 6% | 7% | 11% | 12% | 9% | 11%
A 151 or moes 1% 1% 6% 6% | 5% @ 4%
N G457 | 6B6R | 21 14| 910 113
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The analysis by race (see Table 3.7) shows
that Black of African American students attempted
more hours. For example, 46% of African American
students at UA, 50% at UAB, and 50% at UAH at-
tempted more than 135 hours. The same percent-
ages for White students were 21% at UA, 31% at
UAB, and 26% at UAH. African American students
also tend to earn more hours than White students
(see Table 3.8). 13% of Black students at UA, 22%
at UAB, and 20% at UAH earned 136 or more hours.
The same percentages for White students were 7%
at UA, 15% at UAB, and 12% at UAH.

Table 3.7 Attempted hours (median and percentage
of those who attempted 136 or more hours) by
race/ethnicity by campus

Amer. |ndian 124 3Wee &7 |13 2% i e W

128
Asian/Pacf 1el. | 126 25% 209 129 M% ¥ 1% 3% 100
Blackif. Amer. 133 45% 1313 136 50% 810 136 50% 161
Hispanic 124 1233 708 | 130 36% 150 139 3% &3
Nonres. alien 130 3o 20 | 130 35% 48 131 M%) X
Unknowm 122 Wee 43 1% 7% 0 13 3% M
Twolmoreraces | 126 26% M9 17 3% 60 133 M% X1
White 123 21% 1336|127 3% 2132 1% 26%| 1,584

Table 3.8 Earned hours (median and percentage of
those who earned 136 or more hours) by
race/ethnicity by campus

17 149 14 14 3% 3

Amer, |ndian 15 11% &

Table 3.10 Earned hours by Pell offer at matricula-
tion

UAB UAH
MWonPel Pel MNonPell Pel NonPell P
1120 or less 3% 60%  43% 4% A% 4%
21135 Jee | 3% | Mo W% 3% 43%
3.136-150 6% | 8% | 12%  10% | 10% @ 11%
4151 or moes 1% 2% 1% 6% 4% @ 4%
N 13948 2308 2497 113 1881 383

Non-resident students generally attempted
and earned fewer hours than Alabama Residents
(see Table 3.11 and Table 3.12). Even though at
UAH the shares of resident and non-resident gradu-
ates who attempted or earned 120 or less hours were
practically the same—32% of non-residents and 33%
of residents attempted and 45% of non-residents and
46% of residents earned 120 or less hours—qgreater
shares of UAH non-residents attempted and earned
122-135 hours. Overall, 80% or UAH non-residents
and 68% residents attempted 135 or less hours. 92%
of non-residents and 84% of residents earned 135 or
less hours.

Table 3.11 Attempted hours by Alabama residency

1120 o less Ase | % 3% % % 3%

213-135 A% | %% | Moe Mo | A% | 15%
313615 13% | 16% | 18%  20% | 13% | 17%
4151 or moes 7% | % | 11% | 8% | 7% | 1%
M 10,3 6062 | o612 | 3107 | 331 | 1513

123 17% 375 | 122 4% 100
122 3% 810 135 A% 16
2

Asian/Pacif 1sl. | 118 10%| 28
Black/Ad. Amer. 120 13% 1313

Hizpanic 1M 5% 708 | 121 18% 150 | 12 | 19%

Nonres. alien 120 108e M0 |14 2% 4 10 M%) X
Unknown 16 9% 43 121 1% 30 120 2% M
Twolmoreraces| 118 | 996 | 449 | 121 179 160 | 1M |19% X2
White W7 7% 13.316] 121 13% ) 2,132 ) 121 | 12%| 1,584

Data in Table 3.9 show that students who had
Pell offer at matriculation attempted more hours than
their non-Pell counterparts. Pell students do not nec-
essarily earn more hours than their non-Pell counter-
parts, however (see Table 3.10).

Table 3.9 Attempted hours by Pell offer at matricula-
tion

UAB UAH
Mon Ped Mon Pel Pell Mon Pe
1120 or less 3o Mo 28% 3% M A%
2.121-135 3ee | I | 9% | 3oe | 3% | 3%
3. 136-130 4% | 179 | 192 | 21%  16%6 | 17%
4. 151 or mors doe | 1% | 14%  19% | 129% @ 16%
M 13948 2308 2497 113 1881 383

Table 3.12 Earned hours by Alabama residency

1120 orless 6% | 60% | 0% @ 45% | 4% | 46%
2.121-135 2% 0 % | 3% W% &% %
3 13%-15 M 8% | 10% | 12% | 6% | 11%
4. 151 or moes % 2% 4% 6% | 2% 3%
N 10,263 6062 | 612 | 3107 | 531 | 1513

Change of CIPC is associated with a greater
number of attempted hours (see Table 3.13). At UA
the shares of those who attempted 135 or less hours
are 82% if they did not change two-digit CIPC and
71% if they did (11% difference). At UAB the differ-
ence is 20% (76% versus 57%). At UAH the differ-
ence is 18% (78% versus 60%). The association be-
tween change of CIPC and earned hours is less pro-
nounced, see Table 3.14. The share of those who
earned 136 or less hours is 2% (94% versus 91%),
11% (89% versus 79%), and 10% (90% versus 80%)
greater at UA, UAB, and UAH if a student did not
change CIPC.
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Table 3.13 Attempted hours by change of two-digit
CIPC (based on weighted data)

hours than those who pursued one degree or ma-
jored in one discipline.

Table 3.17 Attempted hours by more than one major
or more than one degree

1. 10 orless e 4% W% T 2% 3%

21135 3Bee 4% Yo 40%e 32on 429

3136150 7% | 12% | 22%  15%  21%  13% 1.1 orless e | Mee | 199 % M% | M%

4151 or mors 129 | 79 | 2% | 99 | 19% @ 9% 2111135 T O | R 1

N 7626 869 2350 138 TR 1.3 313150 ee % 2% 19% 2%  15%

Table 3.14 Earned hours by change of two-digit 4. 131 or mere P 9% %% 16% 2% 12%
N 2000 14325 210 | 3509 12 | 1919

CIPC (based on weighted data)

UAB UAH Table 3.18 Earned hours by more than one major or
Same Change Same Change Same more than one degree
1120 or less 62%  Bd% 3% % 4%  48%
2.11-13 2% Mo A% 3% W% 4%
3. 13%-130 % 3% 4%  B%  13% 8% 1120 or less 8%  BR% | 2% A% W% 4%
4. 151 or mors 2% 1% | 7% | 3% 7% | 2% 2121-13% ¥ A% 3% W% W% 4%
N 7626 8699 2350 1369 | TH | 1% 313615 12% | 5% | X% | 11%  19% @ 9%
Same as with change of two-digit CIP codes, 4 151 o more % | 1% | 16% | % | 12% | 4%
N 2000 1435 20 3508 | 125 | 1919

change of college is associated with a greater in-
crease in the number of attempted credit hours and a
smaller increase in the number of earned credit hours
(see Table 3.15 and Table 3.16).

Table 3.15 Attempted hours by change of college
(based on weighted data)

LUAB LAH
Change Same Change Same
1. 120 or less e 4%  19% 3% X% B%
2121-135 % M M 4% 3% 1%
3 13%-15 18% | 129% | 23% | 17% | 22% | 13%
4. 151 or mors % | 7% | 2% | 1% | 20% | 10%
N 5800 10455 1571 218 610 143

Table 3.16 Earned hours by change of college

UAB LUAH
Same Change Same Change Same
1120 orless B1% | B4% 3% 3% M9% 4%
2.121-135 oe | Hee A% W% % 4%
3 13- 150 Bo: | 3% | 16% | 9% | 19% | 8%
4. 151 or mors 2% | 1% | 9% | A% 8% | 3%
M 870 10455 1571 2148 610 143

At UA graduates with more than one major or
more than one degree attempted a similar number of
credits as those who have one major and one degree
(see Table 3.17). At the same time, UA graduates
with more than one major or more than one degree
earned more hours (see Table 3.18). (This is proba-
bly due to the fact that those students who pursue
more than one degree or more than one major are
academically stronger.) At UAB and at UAH gradu-
ates with more than one degree or majoring in more
than one discipline attempted and earned more

Elapsed time to degree and student charac-
teristics by college at graduation will be discussed for
each of the three universities in the following three
sections. Five most common student migration pat-
terns will be described as well.
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The University of Alabama (UA)
College of Arts and Sciences

About 79% of graduates in College of Arts
and Sciences at UA completed their degrees within
four years. Most of the graduates (75%; 3,213 out of
4,297) started in College of Arts and Sciences. About
82% of graduates who started in Arts and Sciences
completed their degrees within four years. 70% of
those who started at another college completed their
degrees within four years (see Table 4.1). Time to
degree is inversely related to high school GPA, ACT
scores, and Cumulative GPA.

Table 4.1 College of Arts and Sciences

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

College of Arts & Sciences # e 3 GPA

1. Four or less years 333 7o 3@ 28 380
2401 -500 years 659 | 15% 0 150 2% 3.08
3500 -6.00 years e 2% 33 25 274
4. More fhan six years 139 3% 330 5 210
Stared 3t College of Ariz & cas

1. Four or less years 26 Mw 1% 28 362
2400 -5.00 years %  13% 3 25 308
3500 -6.00 years [ 2% 345 24 2749
4. Mors than six years & 3% 33 e 278
Started at another colleg

1. Four or less years 8 7o | 389 28 1M
2400 -500 years 23 Hw 360 % 308
3500 -6.00 years Llj] 4% 3.3 25 266
4. More fhan six years 5 ) 330 o] 25

Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of graduates in College of Arts
and Sciences vary by discipline. See Appendix for
elapsed time to degree and academic performance of
graduates in College of Arts and Sciences by two-
digit CIPC.

Culverhouse College of Business

About 75% of graduates in Culverhouse Col-
lege of Business at UA completed their degrees with-
in four years. About 59% of graduates (2,696 out of
4,599) started in Culverhouse College of Business.
About 82% of graduates who started in Culverhouse
College of Business completed their degrees within
four years. 66% of those who started at another col-
lege completed their degrees within four years (see
Table 4.2).

Table 4.2 Culverhouse College of Business

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA
3457 Thwe 373 W 14k

Culverhouse College of Business  # %o

1. Four or lzss years

2.401-500 years 852 19% 340 B 25
3.501-6.00 years 1% 3% 33 24 264
4. More than six years 125 | 3% | 3N M 283
Started &t Cubverhouse College of Business

1. Four or less years 2203 Rl 3172 a 348
2.401-500 years 0 1% 3¥M M 291
3.501-600 years 4 2% 1M 24 271
4. More than six years 4 2up 33 ] 25
1. Four or less years 1258 e8oe 377 b M
2.401-500 years 8 X% Ik B 2%
3.5.01-6.00 years & 4w 3B M 261
4. More than six years M 4w 3N M 265

Communication & Information Sciences

About 78% of graduates in Communication &
Information Sciences at UA completed their degrees
within four years. About 47% (821 out of 1,734) start-
ed in Communication & Information Sciences. About
86% of students who started in Communication &
Information Sciences graduated within four years.
71% of those who started at another college gradu-
ated within four years (see Table 4.3).

Table 4.3 Communication & Information Sciences
Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

¢ % HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA
1352 78% 3159

Commun. & Infor. Sciences

1. Four or less years e 340
2401 -500 years oW 3R B 282
J501-600 years 60 3w 3N B 282
4. More than six years oo 1M 2 243
1. Four or less years T8 | Bee 162 o] 34
2401 -500 years B 0w 1B N 280
3 501-6.00 years 19 2 IR B 207
4. More than six years 10 1% 319 2 259

1. Four or less years e Tioe 156 el 3¥
2401 -500 years 6 3w 1N B 282
J501-600 years 2 5w 315 1 255
4. More than six years 2 1% 7 250

College of Education

About 69% of graduates in College of Educa-
tion at UA completed their degrees within four years.
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About 41% (390 out of 961) of graduates started in
College of Education. About 75% of graduates who
started in College of Education completed their de-
grees within four years. 64% of those who started at
another college completed their degrees within four
years (see Table 4.4).

Table 4.4 College of Education

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

% HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or bess years 659 ehon 3TV

College of Education

26 35
2.400-5.00 years M3 W 34 B 318
3500 -6.00 years B L2 B 28
4. Mors than six years M kg 1K 21 282
Siarted at College of Education
1. Four or less years T 3T 25 368
2400 -500 years M oHMw IV 2 J18
3.501-6.00 years n 3w iz A 208
4. More than six years 3 1% 328 21 3
Staried at another college
1. Four or bess years 7 edon 378 i 345
2.400-5.00 years 159 28% 3% & 318
3.500-6.00 years A A 3 23 285
4. Mors than six years A 4 3N Py 279

College of Engineering

Table 4.5 College of Engineering

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

Caoll=ge of Engmnesnng # % g h

1. Four or less years 1,320 &hon | 416 J EETi
2400 -500 years 84 3% 1% k] KX
3500 -6.00 years 199 | 7% | 368 a 27

o 3" 38 T 15

4. More fhan six years

Staried at College of Engmesnng

1. Four or bess years 1.2 5o 416 H 15
2.400-5.00 years m % 3% 30 ¥
3500 -6.00 years 144 6% 3T a 278
4. Mors than six years 62 | 3 368 i 25

Started at another college

1. Four or less years 43 3% 412 K] 361
2401 -500 years Bl 4o 19 Pt EXL)
3.501-6.00 years B 1% e X 2.80
4. More than six years 11 1= 3% Ll 272

About 55% of graduates in College of Engi-
neering at UA completed their degrees within four
years. About 94% (2,253 out of 2,388) of graduates
started in College of Engineering. About 57% of
graduates who started in College of Engineering

completed their degrees within four years. 32% of
those who started at another college completed their
degrees within four years (see Table 4.5).

Human Environmental Sciences

About 64% of graduates in Human Environ-
mental Sciences at UA completed their degrees with-
in four years. About 35% (560 out of 1,612) of gradu-
ates started in Human Environmental Sciences.
About 75% of graduates who started in Human Envi-
ronmental Sciences completed their degrees within
four years. 57% of those who started at another col-
lege completed their degrees within four years (see
Table 4.6).

Table 4.6 Human Environmental Sciences

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

Human Emvironmental Sciem

: HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years 1026  odeq 159 M M

2401 -500 years Mo oMw 31X 1 259
3.501-600 years M % Ik B 269
4. More than siv years "r |7 133 2 283
1. Four or less years a7 Thee 16T 25 155
2401 -500 years s 19 33 2 3z
3501 -600 years 1 3w 24 1 269
4. More than six years 19 | 3oe 297 21 251
1. Four or less years e He 1M M I
2401 -500 years MWW 1B 29
3501-600 years o 7% 3N 2 269
4. More than six years @ 9% 31X ik 26

Capstone College of Nursing

About 46% of graduates in Capstone College
of Nursing at UA completed their degrees within four
years. About 78% (487 out of 624) of graduates
started in Capstone College of Nursing. About 52%
of graduates who started in Capstone College of
Nursing completed their degrees within four years.
26% of those who started at another college com-
pleted their degrees within four years (see Table 4.7)
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Table 4.7 Capstone College of Nursing

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

Capsione College of Nursing o HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years 287 4% 406 P 38
2400 -5.00 years e v 38 B 3.5
3500 -6.00 years Nn e I M KXY

4. Mors than six years 4 7w 342 3 308
Started at Capstone College of Nursing

1. Four or less years 215 406 i 18
2400 -500 years P S R 349
3500 -6.00 years m 3 I3 A JE

4. More fhan six years 7 3w 349 23 J

Started &t anofher col =

X 4B | A W
Mo 3W B 1¥
Mee | 372 0 M 34
e 33 3 1k

1. Four or lzss years
2.400-500 years
3,501 - 6.00 years

S|

4. Mors than six years

School of Social Work

About 73% of graduates in School of Social
Work at UA completed their degrees within four
years. About 31% (35 out of 111) of graduates start-
ed in School of Social Work. About 88% of graduates
who started in School of Social Work completed their
degrees within four years. 66% of those who started
at another college completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 4.8).

Table 4.8 School of Social Work

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

School of Social Work # % HS3GPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or bess years 8T 366 o] 352
2.401-500 years s 0w 1IBm 3
3501 -6.00 years 2 %

4. More than six years I 1%

Started at School of Social Work

1. Four or less years o Bee 382 23 346
2400500 years 4 1%

Started at another college

1. Four or bess years ) BE% 375 % 3155
2.401-500 years A MW W N 3.00
3501 -6.00 years 2 3%

4. More than six years I 4%

Student Migration at UA

Five most common migration paths at UA are shown
in Graph 4.1:
e To: Culverhouse College of Business
From: College of Arts & Sciences
(980 graduates)

e To: Culverhouse College of Business
From: College of Engineering
(558 graduates)

e To: Human Environmental Sciences
From: College of Arts & Sciences
(475 graduates)

e To: Communication & Information Sciences
From: College of Arts & Sciences
(449 graduates)

e To: College of Arts & Sciences
From: College of Engineering
(414 graduates)

Graph 4.1 Migration paths of those UA graduates
who had different colleges at graduation and at ma-
triculation (based on weighted data)

School of Sociat »’l,nrk|:|

Colege of Education

o’ Colleg-a,uf Arts & Sciences
/Commum..ahon & Information Sciences
=

College of Engineering

|

|

|Capstone Callege of Nursmg
-

| i

&
i -y

Communication & Lnfcrmai on SC|ences. a \~/
= B H{ man Enwronmental Sciences

Caostma College of Nursi ing,|

Culvernouse College of Busingss :

ICoIege ofEducatlon : WA W e S5

Culverhouse College of Business

IHuman Environmental- Sciences

[Fschoalof S-:;cial Work CG.' lege of Engineeﬁngl
Table 4.9 Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of students who graduated in
Culverhouse College of Business and started in Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences (based on weighted data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years o2 | Tee | 3T ET" 345
2401 -500 years 7 B 142 i 29
3501 -600 years £ 4% 320 4 263
4. More than six years M 3% 312 A 269
Total a0 100 163 il 18

About 70% of graduates who migrated from
College of Arts & Sciences to Culverhouse College of
Business completed their degrees within four years
(see Table 4.9). For comparison, 82% of students
who started and graduated in College of Business
graduated within four years (see Table 4.2).
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Table 4.10 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Culverhouse College of Business and started in Col-
lege of Engineering (based on weighted data)

% H3GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 3 6w | 389 i 342
2.401-500 years 7 3% | 398 % 252
3.501-6.00 years 32 6% Lk i 255
4. More than ix years 3 495 342 25 265
Total 558  100%: 375 2 3119

60% of graduates in Business who started in
Engineering completed their degrees within four
years (see Table 4.10). A smaller share of those who
stayed in Engineering (57%) completed their degrees
within four years (see Table 4.5). Those who stayed
in College of Engineering are characterized by higher
academic achievement in high school. For example,
average high school GPA of students who started in
Engineering and completed their degrees within four
years in College of Business was 3.89. Those who
stayed in College of Engineering and completed their
degrees within four years had an average high
school GPA of 4.16.

56% of graduates in Human Environmental
Sciences who started in College of Arts and Sciences
completed their degrees within four years (see Table
4.11). For comparison, 75% of those whose first and
last college of record was Human Environmental Sci-
ences completed their degrees within four years (see
Table 4.6).

Table 4.11 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Human Environmental Sciences and started in Col-
lege of Arts & Sciences (based on weighted data)

o
1. Four or bess years P R M W
2401 -500 years 19 v 348 23 297
3501 -6.00 years 28 6% 3% 2 282
4 Mors than six years 5 12 | 3H 2 270
Total 475  10% 3.55 M 316

Table 4.12 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Communication & Information Sciences and started
in College of Arts & Sciences (based on weighted
data)

o
1. Four or bess years 35 Thee 363 25 3%
2.401-500 years 80 1% | 37 Pk 28
3.501-6.00 years il 4% 33 pi 246
4. More fhan six years 14 % 306 ik 251
Total 49 1005 35 25 1.5

Based on data in Table 4.12, 75% of gradu-
ates in Communication & Information Sciences who

started in College of Arts & Sciences completed their
degrees within four years. 86% of those who gradu-
ated and started in Communication and Information
Sciences completed their degrees within four years
(see Table 4.3).

Graduates in College of Arts & Sciences who
migrated from College of Engineering were more like-
ly to complete their degrees within four years than
those who stayed in Engineering (68% versus 57%;
see Table 4.13 and Table 4.5). At the same time,
graduates of College of Arts & Sciences who migrat-
ed from College of Engineering were less likely to
complete their degrees within four years than those
who started in College of Arts & Sciences to begin
with (68% versus 82%; see Table 4.13 and Table
41).

Table 4.13 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
College of Arts & Sciences and started in College of
Engineering (based on weighted data)

% H3GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 20 | 6l 414 3 g2
2401 -500 years 00 | 2% | 380 i 315
3501 -6.00 years 16 4% 355 28 269
4. More than six years 19 4o 15 i 255
Total 14 100 iMm 30 143

Overall, the analysis by college and by migra-
tion paths at UA shows a significant variation in
elapsed time to degree by college. While change of
major or college is a contributor to an increased time
to degree, in some cases a change of major or col-
lege might be caused by academic factors. Interest-
ingly, students who moved from College of Engineer-
ing were actually graduating sooner than those who
stayed in Engineering even though those who stayed
had higher high school grades and ACT scores.
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University of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB)
College of Arts and Sciences

About 61% of graduates in College of Arts
and Sciences at UAB completed their degrees within
four years. Most of the graduates (79%; 1,272 out of
1,609) started in College of Arts and Sciences. About
64% of graduates who started in Arts and Sciences
completed their degrees within four years. 46% of
those who started at another college completed their
degrees within four years (see Table 5.1). Time to
degree is inversely related to high school GPA, ACT
scores, and Cumulative GPA.

Table 5.1 College of Arts and Sciences

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

Caollege of Ars and Sciences

1. Four or less years 974 elwe 193

P 35
2401 -500 years m % i% EAT
3500 -6.00 years "y 7 345 M 293
4. More fhan six years 149 | 9o6 | 330 M 217
Staried 3t College of Az and Sciences
1. Four or less years 819 BMwe 1M P 358
2400 -5.00 years 0 Mw 3% B 318
3500 -6.00 years 9 T i M 249
4. Mors than six years 8 R 342 2 28

Started at anoher col =]

dgoe 3B B 35
A% 3% W 1
7% 34 2 28
A% 3z M 17}

Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of graduates in College of Arts
and Sciences vary by discipline. See Appendix for
elapsed time to degree and academic performance of
graduates in College of Arts and Sciences by two-
digit CIPC.

Business

About 47% of graduates in Business at UAB
completed their degrees within four years. About
46% of graduates (252 out of 549) started in Busi-
ness. About 61% of graduates who started in Busi-
ness completed their degrees within four years. 36%
of those who started at another college completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 5.2).

1. Four or lzss years
2400500 years
3500 -6.00 years

2 (RE|&2|&®

4. More fhan six years

Table 5.2 Business

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years L T R i 340
2.401-500 years ay Hee 3H 0 X .08
3.501-6.00 years 6 12% 1M M 283
4. More than six years 8 15ee 328 ik 270
Staried &t Busness

1. Four or less years 183 61w 1G5 i 348
2.401-500 years MoO4%w IM 25 K1
3.501-600 years N B 1B 3 24
4. More than six years 20 8% 3 ] 267
1. Four or less years 108 | 3% 168 i 330
2.401-500 years 82 28w 31N 0B 307
3.5.01-6.00 years 4 1.% I | B 282
4. More than six years el | Aee 11 ik 271
Education

About 45% of graduates in Education at UAB
completed their degrees within four years. About
30% of graduates (81 out of 268) started in Educa-
tion. About 53% of graduates who started in Educa-
tion completed their degrees within four years. 41%
of those who started at another college completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 5.3).

Table 5.3 Education

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 120 4% 1M o] 35
2401 -500 years 9% B 1K 3 132
3.501-600 years ¥ 12w 342 A 305
4. More than six years 2 B 3 7 293
Started 3t Education

1. Four or less years 43 5 192 e is
2.401-500 years A ¥Bw 348 2 328
3501-600 years 6 | 7% 3B A 14
4. More than six years 3 4% - - -

1. Four or less years & 4ee 379 25 35

By 3% 3 M | 31U
& Mw 348 | B | 3R
B 1% 318 0 1| 29

2401 -500 years
3 501-6.00 years

4. More than six years

Engineering

About 51% of graduates in Engineering at
UAB completed their degrees within four years.
About 84% of graduates (264 out of 314) started in
Engineering. About 56% of students who started in
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Engineering graduated within four years. 24% of
those who started at another college graduated with-
in four years (see Table 5.4).

Table 5.4 Engineering

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

% HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Fowr or bess years 160 | Hon 405 K| 6
2.401-500 years W 3w 3T & 330
3501 -6.00 years 2 9% 3T 25 3.01
4. Mors than six years 2 9o 3M 2 285
1. Four or less years 148 | 56% 407 K| JEh
2401 -500 years Mo 3o 3T X 358
3.501-6.00 years A I A 3.00
4. More fhan six years 1% &% 335 23 264

Started at another colleg

1. Four or bess years 2 Mo T2 28 382
2.401-500 years B 3% 3B 3%
3501 -6.00 years T 1% 1W 2 M
4. Mors than six years 13 X% 315 i 308

Health Professions

About 68% of graduates in Health Profes-
sions at UAB completed their degrees within four
years. About 52% of graduates (186 out of 360)
started in Health Professions. About 87% of gradu-
ates who started in Health Professions completed
their degrees within four years. 48% of those who
started at another college completed their degrees
within four years (see Table 5.5).

Table 5.5 Health Professions

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

Nursing

About 73% graduates in Nursing at UAB
completed their degrees within four years. About
14% of graduates (59 out of 436) started in Nursing.
All graduates who started in Nursing completed their
degrees within four years. 69% of those who started
at another college completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 5.6).

Table 5.6 Nursing

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years e 389 a 348
2401 -5.00 years 5% 3T 25 k¥
3501-6.00 years o 38 X% 328

3B
]
7
45

e 347 B 315

4. More than six years

Started at Nursing

1. Four or less years M 100%e 400 i k1]

1. Four or less years 29 B 16 i 345
2401 -500 years B 17w 3T P im
3.501-600 years 7 2% 3% B K]
4. More than six years 4 12 1y L] 35

Public Health

About 69% of graduates in Public Health at
UAB completed their degrees within four years.
About 19% of graduates (36 out of 185) started in
Public Health. About 81% of students who started in
Public Health graduated within four years. 67% of
those who started at another college graduated with-
in four years (see Table 5.7).

Table 5.7 Public Health
Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-

cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

1. Four or less years M4 Blee 1% 28 5 #

2.400-5.00 years A Mw I8 | B KW 1. Four or less years S 6% 382 2 3.5
3.501-6.00 years o Tw M 2 310 2401 -500 years 4 2w I4 0 M 303
4. More than six years B 4% 3B 03 25 3.501-600 years 12 8% 311 &3 307
Staried & Healh Professions 4. More than six years 2 1% - - -

1. Four or less years 161 &ee 406 0 A 361 Staried at Public Healh

2.401-500 years N 1w i | 328 1. Four or less years A MW 1™ N KL
3500 -6.00 years 2 1% 2401 -500 years 6 | 17% | 3.5 25 288

4. More than =i years I % 3501600 years 1 3% - - -
Started &t anofer colleg Stared 3t anofher collage

1. Four or less years 8 4% 376 a 347 1. Four or less years 00 &7 383 28 346
2400 -500 years MooMw iz M 3.5 2.401-500 years ¥ oMw 34 B 306
3.501-6.00 years A Ww iwm 2 308 3501 -600 years " 7w i3 =1 301

4. More than six years 13 0™ 32 | B 29 4. More than six years 2 1% - - -
UAS Research Report 21



Time to Baccalaureate Degree, Research Report, May 2021

Student Migration at UAB
Graph 5.1 Migration paths of those UAB graduates
who had different colleges at graduation and at ma-
triculation (based on weighted data)
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Five most common migration paths at UA are shown
in Graph 5.1:
e To: Nursing
From: College of Arts and Sciences
(290 graduates)
e To: Business
From: College of Arts and Sciences
(186 graduates)
e To: Education
From: College of Arts and Sciences
(140 graduates)
e To: Health Professions
From: College of Arts and Sciences
(131 graduates)
e To: Public Health
From: College of Arts and Sciences
(90 graduates)

Table 5.8 Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of students who graduated in
Nursing and started in College of Arts and Sciences
(based on weighted data)

387 i 342

1. Four or bess years 28 | %%

2.401-500 years 5 A | 300 25 3
3.501-6.00 years 6 2% 367 Pid 38
4. More than six years 9 3% 3 k] 33
Total 0o 1005 382 26 138

About 75% of graduates in Nursing who mi-
grated from College of Arts and Sciences completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 5.8). For

comparison, all students who started and graduated
in Nursing graduated within four years (see Table
5.6).

About 35% of graduates in Business who
started in College of Arts and Sciences completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 5.9). For
comparison, 61% of graduates in Business who
started in Business completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 5.2).

Table 5.9 Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of students who graduated in
Business and started in College of Arts and Sciences

(based on weighted data)

HS GPA  ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years (2] Bw 382 e 35
2401 -500 years T Mo 1% 25 310
3501-6.00 years M 19 1M 25 28
4 More than six years 17 904 1M L] 282
Total 186 100% 15 5 o7

About 38% of graduates in Education who
migrated from College of Arts and Sciences complet-
ed their degrees within four years (see Table 5.10).
For comparison, 53% of Education graduates who
started in Education completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 5.3).

Table 5.10 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Education and started in College of Arts and Scienc-

es (based on weighted data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years M K e J48
2.401-5.00 years BoO¥w% 1w 2 33
3501-6.00 years % 19% 143 25 302
4 More than six years ] 6% W 72 251
Total 140 100% 3.60 M 3.30

About 43% of graduates in Health Profes-
sions who migrated from College of Arts and Scienc-
es completed their degrees within four years (see
Table 5.11). For comparison, 87% of students who
started and graduated in Health Professions com-
pleted their degrees within four years (see Table
5.5).

Table 5.11 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Health Professions and started in College of Arts and

Sciences (based on weighted data)

3 HS GPA  ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years 56 4% 3T 2? J48
2.401-5.00 years 50 | 389 | 36 24 34
J501-6.00 years 2 % 1% P 310
4 More than six years k] 2% -
Total 131 100% 3 66 25 332
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About 54% of graduates in Public Health who
started in College of Arts and Sciences completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 5.12). For
comparison, 81% of students who started and gradu-
ated in Public Health completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 5.7).

Table 5.12 Elapsed time to degree and academic

performance indicators of students who graduated in
Public Health and started in College of Arts and Sci-
ences (based on weighted data)

# B0 3
1. Four or less years 49 Mew | 374 i 342
2401 -500 years K Mo 3145 Pk 302
3501 -6.00 years 10 fiee | 32 22 3.02
Total 9 1% 358 25 1M
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University of Alabama in Huntsville (UAH)
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences

About 56% of graduates in Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences at UAH completed their degrees
within four years. About 56% of graduates (135 out of
243) started in Arts, Humanities, and Social Scienc-
es. About 64% of graduates who started in Arts, Hu-
manities, and Social Sciences completed their de-
grees within four years. 46% of those who started at
another college completed their degrees within four
years (see Table 6.1). Time to degree is inversely
related to high school GPA, ACT scores, and Cumu-
lative GPA.

Table 6.1 Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

3PA ACT Cum. GPA

13 %% 1M

1. Four or less years 28 35
2.401-500 years 5ooMw 3B B 32
3501 -6.00 years A % 1K N 3.00
4. Mors than six years 2 [ 12% 316 3 250
1. Four or less years & odoe IM a 153
2400 -500 years A Nw I B EX)
3.501-6.00 years § 6% 3n 5 LA
4. More fhan six years 12 %% 319 23 310
Started at ancther colley

1. Fowr or bess years B dew 39 28 35
2.401-500 years B W I B 3.08
3501 -6.00 years 1 12 4 K 291
4. Mors than six years 7| 15% 31 2 278

Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of graduates in Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences vary by discipline. See Appen-
dix for elapsed time to degree and academic perfor-
mance of graduates in College of Arts and Sciences
by two-digit CIPC.

Business

About 61% of graduates in Business at UAH
completed their degrees within four years. About
45% of graduates (163 out of 359) started in Busi-
ness. About 76% of graduates who started in Busi-
ness completed their degrees within four years. 47%
of those who started at another college completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 6.2).

Table 6.2 Business

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 28 el 178 i 343
2401 -500 years B OoNmWw 1M 0N 303
3.501-600 years 19 % 313 XA 2490
4. More than six years B o 10ee 1M ik 291

Started af Busmess

1. Four or less years & T 379 i 348
2.401-500 years Ao 3B B 316
3501 -6.00 years 6 3% | 33 M 3l
4. More than six years & 5 116 21 293

1. Four or less years o 4ree 3T i in
2401 -500 years B 3w 1R M e
3501-600 years W 7w Ix M 285
4. More than six years A 14ee . 340 M 290

Education

About 62% of graduates in Education at UAH
completed their degrees within four years. About one
fourth of graduates (22 out of 87) started in Educa-
tion. All students who started in Education graduated
within four years. 49% of those who started at anoth-
er college graduated within four years (see Table
6.3).

Table 6.3 Education

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

# HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years Moe2 3T i 51
2401 -500 years H% % 38 M 12
3501 -6.00 years I 3 - - -
4. More than six years 4 | 5og - - -

Started at Educadon

1. Four or less years 221w 3N i 369

1. Four or less years 32 4% 3T0 i 1%
2401 -500 years % M 3R M 12
3501 -6.00 years 3 5% - - -
4. More than six years 4 6% - - -

Engineering

About 57% of graduates in Engineering at
UAH completed their degrees within four years.
About 89% of graduates (646 out of 727) started in
Engineering. About 60% of students who started in
Engineering graduated within four years. 30% of
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those who started at another college graduated with-
in four years (see Table 6.4).

Table 6.4 Engineering

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

1. Four or less years M4 5w 408 K| 153
2400 -500 years MNE Mew 38 B 1M
3500 -6.00 years a7 s | & 290
4. More fhan six years Mo w342 25 289
Started &t Engmeenng

1. Four or bess years 3 el 408 ') 1K
2.400-5.00 years 178  28% | 38 X 3.2
3500 -6.00 years Moo IWm X 289
4. Mors than six years ¥R 35D o] 277
Started at another colleg

1. Four or less years M 3ee 382 28 330
2400 -500 years n ¥w B 340
3.501-6.00 years T 9% 36 2 2%
4. More than six years A A% 3N Ll 308
Nursing

About 36% of graduates in Nursing at UAH
completed their degree within four years. About 80%
of graduates (158 out of 198) started in Nursing.
About 42% of students who started in Nursing gradu-
ated within four years. 15% of those who started at
another college graduated within four years (see Ta-
ble 6.5).

Table 6.5 Nursing

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

1. Four or less years 72 3% 403 a 15
2401 -500 years % Muw 1B X 3.6
3.501-6.00 years m 8 I 5 3.08
4. More fhan six years B | Bee | 343 .| 3

Staried at Nursing

2% 4k | & 1%
4% B3 % 16
LY S 1
% 3ds M 2W

1. Four or lzss years
2400 -500 years
3,501 - 6.00 years

oo [~ [ |5

4. Mors than six years

Slarted at another college

9% 389 | X% 113
4% 38 B 31U
306
A% 33 M B

1. Four or lzss years
2401500 years
3501 -6.00 years

Gﬂﬂﬂmﬂ
=
=
5_,-.:
=
[
=i

4. More than six years

Professional Studies

All 4 graduates with a degree in Professional
Studies started at another college (see Table 6.6).

Table 6.6 Professional Studies
Elapsed time to degree (based on weighted data)

O HS GPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 2 Hue - - -

2.401-500 years 1 5% - - i,

4. More than six years 2% - - -

Science

About 62% of graduates in Science at UAH
completed their degrees within four years. About
73% of graduates (310 out of 427) started in Science.
About 70% of graduates who started in Science
graduated within four years. 42% of those who start-
ed at another college graduated with a Science de-
gree within four years (see Table 6.7).

Table 6.7 Science

Elapsed time to degree, academic performance indi-
cators, and change of college (based on weighted
data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years X7 629 401 ] 15
2401 -500 years M A% I A 132
3.501-6.00 years M 6% 3T | 2 314
4. More than siv years & 112 1% i 301
Staried & Scence

1. Four or less years AT | Tee 402 ik Jed
2.401-500 years oo 18% 378 | A KR
3.501-600 years e 5% 383 | 2B 310
4. More than six years 2N 6% 1M a 290
1. Four or less years B 4ee 1M K] 1%
2.401-500 years M Bw 3178 | B 130
3.5.01-6.00 years & | 7% 36 B 383
4. More than six years & 2% 139 o] k1))

Student Migration at UAH

Five most common migration paths at UAH are
shown in Graph 6.1:
e To: Science
From: Engineering (73 graduates)
e To: Business
From: Engineering (63 graduates)
e To:Business
From: Science (58 graduates)
e To: Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
From: Science (41 graduates)
e To:Business
From: Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
(41 graduates)
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Graph 6.1 Migration paths of those UAH graduates
who had different colleges at graduation and at ma-
triculation (based on weighted data)
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About 47% of graduates in Science who mi-
grated from Engineering completed their degrees
within four years (see Table 6.8). For comparison,
70% of graduates in Science who started in Science
graduated within four years (see Table 6.7). 60% of
those who started and graduated in Engineering
completed their degrees within four years (see Table
6.4).

Table 6.8 Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of students who graduated in
Science and started in Engineering (based on
weighted data)

# : SGPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or bess years M v 3% 3 382
2.800-500 years p Moe | 38 P iR
3501-6.00 years 7 0w | 38 P in
4. More than six years 11 5o 334 i 303
Total 73 100%: I 30 i1

Table 6.9 Elapsed time to degree and academic per-
formance indicators of students who graduated in
Business and started in Engineering (based on
weighted data)

within four years (see Table 6.9). For comparison,
76% of students who started and graduated in Busi-
ness completed their degrees within four years (see
Table 6.2).

About 39% of graduates in Business who mi-
grated from Science completed their degrees within
four years (see Table 6.10).

Table 6.10 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Business and started in Science (based on weighted
data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA

p
1. Four or less years L] ¥ 18 i) 33
2

2A01-500 yezrs Moe 355 25 2%

J501-600 years 6 904 LX) 25 EW)
4. More than six years & e | 3M k] 24
Total 58 100%% 162 il 113

About 48% of graduates in Arts, Humanities,
and Social Sciences who migrated from Science
completed their degrees within four years (see Table
6.11). 64% of those who started and graduated in
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences completed
their degrees within four years (see Table 6.1).

Table 6.11 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences and started in
Science (based on weighted data)

HS GPA  ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years il ane | 391 ] 155
2401 -500 years 1w Mw 37 i EW)
3501 -6.00 years K] 6% - - -

4. More than siv years L] 2% 29 | 2%
Total 4 100%% 175 i i

About 41% of graduates in Business who
migrated from Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
completed their degrees within four years (see Table
6.12).

Table 6.12 Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance indicators of students who graduated in
Business and started in Arts, Humanities, and Social

Sciences (based on weighted data)

% HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA
1. Four or less years 17 o, 361 pu] 132
2401 -500 years 6 Aee | 3T i EW)

# % HS 3.5.01-6.00 years 3 Tw 29T 2 240
. Four or less years A Mw 3 % 338 4. More than siv years 5 12% 387 pl 28
2.401-5.00 years HEAEEEE AR ot FEIET R
3501 - 6.00 years p 3% - -
4. Mors than six years g9 145 351 a 310
Total 63 100%: 370 i I
About 54% of graduates in Business who mi-
grated from Engineering completed their degrees
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Appendix

Elapsed time to degree and academic
performance by college and two-digit CIPC

UA: College of Arts and Sciences
(based on weighted data)

o T 18 & 3.9

1. Four or less years

0  HSGPA ACT Cum. GPA

HOMELAND SECURITY, LAW ENFORCEMENT, FIREFIGHTING

1. Four or less years b T | 156 A 13
2401 -500 years I 182 | 31233 PR 286
3501 -6.00 years 14 3% 315 pil 25
4. More than six years 16 LT id L] 258

MATHEMATICS AND STATISTICS

2400 -500 years 1 A% 36l 25 302 1. Four or less years 199 T8 | 419 32 374

3500 -6.00 years i 4o - - 2401 - 500 years K] 6% | 400 K| 33

4. More than ix years 1 % - 3501600 years ] LT JER Pa] 30
4. More than six years 2 1% - - -

1. Four or less years M2 Ww | AT 3 in

2400 -500 years &7 1% | 38 a n 1. Four or less years i 6% 1M ] 365

3501 -6.00 years 9 1% in X 243 2401 -500 years L] 190 340 x 312

4. Mors than six years B 1% in 28 28 3501 -6.00 years 3 2% -
4. More than six years 9 1hoe 292 | 259

1. Four or less years 4z e 414 32 JE7

2401 -500 years 11 Ao 3T P 308 1. Four or less years 5 % 3 K| 342

4. More than six years p 49 - - 2.401-500 years 6 9% 3159 % 291
3501 -6.00 years 8 9% 365 o 2162
4. More than six years & 7o i 28 285

1. Four or less years 161 e | 3W i i

2400500 years Kl 150% 358 i 1M PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGIOUS STUDIES

3500 -6.00 years 3 1% - 1. Four or less years £t e 403 k| in

4. More than six years g 4o 313 7 280 2401 -5.00 years 6 1396 | 378 Kl im
3501600 years 1 2% - - -

. . 4. More than six years 3 7% - - -

1. Four or bess years 122 79 415 3 378

2.401-500 years 2 e 40 pid 340 PHYSICAL SCIENCES

3501 -6.00 years B 4og 5 M 283 1. Four or less years 1% 7% | 414 k) 370

4. More than six years 5 3% in 7 258 2401 -500 years 3 1hee 379 ] 35
3.501-600 years 5 2% 352 o 255
4. More than six years 10 5% 345 i 25

1. Four or less years

2.400-500 years 16 7% 3% k] 318 PSYCHOLOGY

3501 -6.00 years 1 oG - - - 1. Four or less years WS B | 1M i 353

4. More than six years 5 2% 318 M 255 2401 -500 years 9 3% | 345 4 254
3501 -600 years 9 1% 32 % 270
4. More than six years 19 % 35 i 267

1. Four or less years 150 | Thw | 387 28 353

2401 -500 years 1 wee | 343 % 302 SOCIAL SCIENCES

3501 -6.00 years 5 % iy i 250 1. Four or less years 5% | T% 18D i R ]

4. More than six years 4 2% - - - 2401 -5.00 years a7 15 | 1N 5 289
3501 -600 years Pl 3% 35 P 266
4. More than six years 2 % 319 i 24
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UA: College of Arts and Sciences (based on
weighted data), continued

VISUAL AND PERFORMING ARTS
1. Four or less years 3 e | 387 i &
2401 -500 years 9 M| 3IN % Jju
3500 -6.00 years 13 4% 319

4. More than six years 13 LS 1

b ]

UA: College of Engineering
(based on weighted data)
#

1. Four or bess years 15 edog | 415 32 158
2.401-500 years 0| e 4l ] 328
3501 -6.00 years 1 62 EXE) 28 283
4. More than six years 1 B0 in Pk 255

ENGINEERING

1. Four or bess years 1,170 | Hop | 416 3 58
2.401-500 years e | 36% 319 30 33
3501 -6.00 years 1 7% 368 % 276
4. More than six years o 3% 362 i 25

UA: Human Environmental Sciences
(based on weighted data)

1. Four or bess years 188 | 7Boe | 3AA L] 340
2.401-500 years ¥ 15% | 31 Pk 20
3501 -6.00 years 11 5o 11 P 278
4. More than six years 7 3% 342 k] 245

1. Four or less years Ml M 32 M 13
2401 -500 years MWW 3% o 29
3.501-6.00 years 61 6% 32 7 264
4. More than six years & 906 LA 7 268

HEALTH PROFESSIONS AND RELATED PROGRAMS

1. Four or less years 215 0 w1 25 L1
2401 -500 years B X 38 L 306
3.501-6.00 years 5 2% 350 P 342
4. Mors than six years 6 2% I 21 252

MULTI/INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES

1. Four or less years 5 139 353 i 275
2401 -500 years 9 2w 345 P 288
3.501-6.00 years 5 3% 320 Pk 24

4. More than six years Pl Blwe 349 M 247

S GPA  ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 79 % J&7 Pa] 152
2401 -500 years N MW 1M 4 i
3501600 years K] 2% - - -
4. More than six years 2 2% - - -

UAB: College of Arts and Sciences
(based on weighted data)

‘A ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 4 A% - - -
2401 -500 years 1 139 - - -
3501 -6.00 years 2 % - - -
4. More than six years 1 139 - - -

BICLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES
e b 410 3 365

1. Four or less years
2401 -500 years 45 1% | 379 i 33
3501 -6.00 years 14 4% 345 4 92
4. More than six years ] 2% in E" 306

4 B e a M
2401-500 yezrz 3 3% 1M i 301
9

1. Four or less years

Goe | A8 a 3
o | 307 22 29

3501600 years

(3 &)

4. More than six years

1. Four or less years P Aoy, 389 3 iy
2401 -500 years AN Mee 349 o 309
3501 -600 years 9 139 348 % 28
4. More than six years 9 e 313 i 310

1. Four or less years L] e 379 k)] 155
2401 -500 years % ¥ Id o 33
3501 -600 years Ll 5% 343 4 i
4. More than six years 6 doe 280 k] 254
FOREIGN LANGUAGES, LITERATURES, AND LINGUISTICS

1. Four or less years 11 oy 1Y 3 JER
2401 -500 years 9 ¥ 382 o 33
3501600 years 1 8o6 - - -
4. More than six years 2 11% - - -

% 375 i) 3
Mo 35 i 325
Mee | 33 2 274

1. Four or lzss years
2401 -500 years
3501 -6.00 years

o N N el

4. More than six years 1% - - -
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UAB: College of Arts and Sciences (based on
weighted data), continued

1. Four or less years

HS GPA  ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years L} Mo, 38 28 155

2.401-500 years 4 2% | 38D n 33
3.501-6.00 years 17 129% 346 25 30
4. More than six years 6 4% W 4 264

3501 -6.00 years

6d
2.400-500 years P e 348 k] 3
7 -
4

1% | 313 24 265

4. More than six years

1. Four or bess years 16 e 3% P JAR
2.401-500 years X Mw 3 Pid 320
3501 -6.00 years 10 e 33 L 283
4. More than six years 21 e | 315 k] 255

1. Four or less years 21 s | 397 i JE7
2401 -500 years 1 Fw | 37 P 32
3.501-6.00 years T 3% 344 pi 3.08
4. More than six years 11 e 3 i 251

1. Four or less years Ll e 414 3 359
2400500 years i 626 - -
3500 -6.00 years 1 2% - -

3 6% 33 2 283

4. Mors than six years

PHYSICAL SCIENCES

1. Four or less years &5 e | 408 i 360
2401 -500 years 20 7ee | 367 i 32
3500 -6.00 years 3% - -

4. More than six years 7 626 158 M 258
PSYCHOLOGY

1. Four or less years 141 1% | 18 i 343
2401 -500 years 4 A% 350 P 29
3.501-6.00 years 7 7% & Pk 252
4. More than six years 28 2% 1M e 277

1. Four or bess years 16 Aoy 3E2 i 15

2.401-500 years 6 4% 35 pi 3%
3501 -6.00 years i 56 - -
6 5% 29 il 279

4. More than six years

SOCIAL SCIENCES

1. Four or bess years M Bon | 38 P 1M
2.401-500 years ¥ M 3 Pid 315
3501 -6.00 years 9 62 31 P 3
4. More than six years 13 9% EAL i 289

UAB: Health Professions
(based on weighted data)

HS GPA  ACT Cum. GPA

BIOLOGICAL AND BIOMEDICAL SCIENCES

1. Four or less years 13 | 750 | 416 k)] JE3
2401 -500 years ¥ M AW o 330
3501 -600 years 8 5% 342 PR 0
4. More than six years 1 1% - - -

HEALTH PROFESSIONS AND RELATED PROGRAMS

1. Four or less years 14 slwe 3172 Pa] 349
2401 -500 years M N%we 35 4 KWA]
3501 -600 years 18 o6 | 359 P iz
4. More than six years 15 doe 340 k] 2595

UAH: Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
(based on weighted data)

ACT Cum. GPA

1. Four or less years 15 See 3E2 i M
2401 -500 years i PEL I P KL ]
3 501-6.00 years 1 % - - -

4. More than six years 7 A 304 19 247

1. Four or less years ] Bloe 3491 28 348
2401 -500 years 6 15% | 378 o 3
3501 -600 years 6 1626 | 390 % 0
4. More than six years 2 5% -

1. Four or less years 10 Mo 38T i 36t
2401 -500 years K] 0% - - -
3501 -6.00 years 1 6% - - -
4. More than six years K] 1504 - - -

1. Four or less years 11 Bhop  3E3 28 158
2401 -5.00 years pLE -
3501 -6.00 years Pl 129 - - -
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UAH: Arts, Humanities, and Social Sciences
(based on weighted data), continued
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