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GENERAL COUNSEL 
• Created by Bylaws 
 

• “The General Counsel shall be appointed by the Chancellor with the 
approval of the Board. The relationship between the General Counsel and 
the Board of Trustees of the University shall be that of attorney-client and 
shall be governed at all times by the rules and standards of professional 
conduct. The General Counsel shall, as authorized by the Board, prosecute 
and defend claims, and engage outside counsel to represent the 
University’s interests. The General Counsel and its staff will be available at 
all times to advise the Board on any matter involving the University’s 
interests.”  



OFFICE OF COUNSEL 
Mission Statement 
 
The mission of the Office of Counsel is to provide comprehensive legal services to and 
for the benefit of its client, The Board of Trustees of The University of Alabama. The 
Office of Counsel furnishes legal services to the Board of Trustees directly, through its 
members and committees, and indirectly, through senior administrators for the 
University’s System office, three campuses and affiliated foundations. Services are 
provided by attorneys and staff strategically located throughout The University of 
Alabama System. 
 
The Office of Counsel will provide, manage, and coordinate legal services promptly, 
reliably, efficiently and professionally, and will ensure that the services provided through 
the use of outside counsel yield the best quality service at a reasonable cost. The Office 
of Counsel will exercise the highest ethical standards and professional competence, and 
will effectively communicate constructive advice based on independent judgment and 
thoughtful analysis. 

 
 
 



OFFICE OF COUNSEL 

Christina Whitburn
Admin Assistant/Legal Project Coordinator

UAS Office

Toby Dykes
University Counsel

Robin Jones
University Counsel

Norma Lemley
University Counsel

Katie Thompson
University Counsel

Max Kahn
Fellow

Virginia Jones
Administrative Associate/Paralegal

Lori Wright
Paralegal

Marilyn Norris
Administrative Assistant

Rachel Childers
Law Clerk

Jared Miller
Law Clerk

Mike I. Spearing
Chief University Counsel

UA Office

Michael Catalano
University Counsel & General Counsel

Southern Research

Cary T. Wahlheim
University Counsel & General Counsel

UAB Health System

Terri D. Alexander
University Counsel

Helena F. Christine
University Counsel

Audrey Dupont
University Counsel

Cameron T. Earnhardt
University Counsel

Julie Jackson
University Counsel
UAB Health System

David R. Mellon
University Counsel

Cynthia Ransburg-Brown
University Counsel
UAB Health System

Gary C. Smith
University Counsel

Earlisha Williams
University Counsel

Caty Swindall
Fellow

Anita Wolfe
Office Manager

Brittany Harvey
Paralegal

Sue Rickertsen
Paralegal

Debra Carlisle
Legal Assistant

UAB Health System

Angie Nalley
Legal Assistant

Pam Dunn
Administrative Assistant

Kathy Abbott
Receptionist

W. John Daniel
Chief University Counsel

UAB Office

Elizabeth Hamrick
University Counsel

Mike Huff
University Counsel

Kerry Mitchell
Administrative Assistant

Patti Weldon
Legal Secretary

John O. Cates
Chief University Counsel

UAH Office

Katie Osburne
Deputy General Counsel

UAS Office

VACANT
Law Clerk

Jack Hughes
Student Assistant

Amy M. Stone
Senior Legal Operations Administrator

UAS Office

Sid J. Trant
General Counsel and Secretary of The Board of Trustees

UAS Office



OFFICE OF COUNSEL 

 

We don’t know what we don’t know! 
 
 



REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

• Employment Records 
• Interviews (Law Enforcement, Media, Etc.) 
• Investigations (Government Agencies, Etc.) 
• Lawyers  
• Medical Records 
• Open Records Requests 
• Subpoena 

 
 
 



REQUESTS FOR INFORMATION 

 
 
 
 

 
 

DO NOT PROCEED ON YOUR OWN! 
 



OFFICE OF COUNSEL 

 

UAS   205-348-6763 

UA   205-348-5490 

UAB  205-934-3474 

UAH  256-824-6633 



OTHER INSTITUTIONAL RISKS 

 
• Discrimination 
• Fraud 
• Social Media Posts 
• Sexual Harassment/Assault  
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